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Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the 
Lord, not for human masters, since you know that you will receive 
an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are 
serving.  

Colossians 3:23–24



It is the Lord Christ you are serving.



If it’s the Lord Christ you 
are serving, you can’t say 

“I hate my boss.”

You can say: My human 
supervisor and I have 

philosophical differences.



Intention 
Attitude 

Execution



And David shepherded them with integrity of heart; with skillful 
hands he led them.  

Psalm 78:72

Excellence in intention honors God.

.

.



John 1:44–49 
Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida. Philip 
found Nathanael and told him, “We have found the one Moses wrote 
about in the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote—Jesus 
of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” “Nazareth! Can anything good come 
from there?” Nathanael asked. “Come and see,” said Philip.

Excellence in intention honors God.



When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he said of him, “Here truly 
is an Israelite in whom there is no deceit.” “How do you know me?” 
Nathanael asked. Jesus answered, “I saw you while you were still 
under the fig tree before Philip called you.” Then Nathanael 
declared, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the king of Israel.” 

John 1:44–49

Excellence in intention honors God.



In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (in Greek her name is 
Dorcas); she was always doing good and helping the poor.  

Acts 9:36 

Excellence in intention honors God.



Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, 
whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is 
admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about 
such things. Whatever you have learned or received or heard from 
me, or seen in me—put it into practice. And the God of peace will be 
with you. 

Philippians 4:8–9 

Excellence in attitude honors God.



Go, gather together all the Jews who are in Susa, and fast for me. Do 
not eat or drink for three days, night or day. I and my attendants will 
fast as you do. When this is done, I will go to the king, even though it 
is against the law. And if I perish, I perish. 

Esther 4:16 

Excellence in attitude honors God.



But while Joseph was there in the prison, the Lord was with him; he 
showed him kindness and granted him favor in the eyes of the 
prison warden. So the warden put Joseph in charge of all those held 
in the prison, and he was made responsible for all that was done 
there. The warden paid no attention to anything under Joseph’s 
care, because the Lord was with Joseph and gave him success in 
whatever he did. 

Genesis  39:20b–23 

Excellence in execution honors God.



Genesis 41:46–49 
Joseph was thirty years old when he entered the service of Pharaoh 
king of Egypt. And Joseph went out from Pharaoh’s presence and 
traveled throughout Egypt. During the seven years of abundance the 
land produced plentifully. Joseph collected all the food produced in 
those seven years of abundance in Egypt and stored it in the cities. 
In each city he put the food grown in the fields 

Excellence in execution honors God.



surrounding it. Joseph stored up huge quantities of grain, like the 
sand of the sea; it was so much that he stopped keeping records 
because it was beyond measure. 

Genesis 41:46–49

Excellence in execution honors God.



God has perspective on my work that I don’t have.



John 21:1–6  
Afterward Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of 
Galilee. It happened this way:  Simon Peter, Thomas (also known as 
Didymus), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and 
two other disciples were together. “I’m going out to fish,” Simon 
Peter told them, and they said, “We’ll go with you.” So they went out 
and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing.  Early in the 
morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not realize



that it was Jesus. He called out to them, “Friends, haven’t you any 
fish?” “No,” they answered. He said, “Throw your net on the right 
side of the boat and you will find some.” When they did, they were 
unable to haul the net in because of the large number of fish. 

John 21:1–6 




